
her Bachelorôs degree in Natural Resources 

with an emphasis in Fisheries and Wildlife. 

She also won the Outstanding Wildlife Club 

Student, Merit Award, and several Top Stu-
dent and Conservation Education awards dur-

ing her time as a member of the club. 

 

The UNL Wildlife Club continues to be an 

important part of her life. Wildlife Club stu-

dents have become summer field technicians 

for the Tern and Plover Conservation Partner-

ship  Another student who participated in the 

Partnershipôs high school Job Shadowing pro-

gram, enrolled in the School of Natural Re-

sources Fisheries and Wildlife program and 

became an active member of the Wildlife Club. 

Also receiving awards were:  Aaron Hildreth, 

Brian Smith Memorial Outstanding Student 

Award; Wes Sheets, 2009 Howard L. Wiegers 

Lincoln Journal Star Nebraska Outstanding Wild-

life Conservation Award; Phil Stollberg, Merit 

Award.   

Happy Summer! 

Our Piping Plovers and Least Terns 

have made their way back to Ne-

braska.  This is gearing up to be an 

exciting summer.  During the winter, 

5 of the plovers we banded during 

summer 2008 were spotted along the 

Louisiana and Texas coasts.  Weôd 

certainly like to find as many as we 

can that return this season, and that 

means we needs lots of eyes look-

ing for them.   

If you see any terns or plovers 

while youôre out this summer, 

please let us know.   Have a great 

summer! 

Chris Thody, Outreach Coordinator 

Mary Bomberger Brown, Program 

Coordinator 
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Congratulations go out 

to Chris Thody, Out-

reach Coordinator for 

the Tern and Plover 
Conservation Partner-

ship.  The University of 

Nebraska-Lincoln 

Wildlife Club awarded 

Chris the 2009 Alumni 

Award at their annual 

banquet on 25 April.   

Chris was an active 

member of the UNL 

Wildlife Club from 

1993 to 1999.  Ron Case, UNL Emeritus Profes-

sor, presented the award, describing how he first 

met her; a wife, a mother of a young boy, and a 

non-traditional student who was looking for a 

change in careers. 

Chris held the offices of secretary, public relations, 

and president in the Wildlife Club, while earning 

Conservation.  Sensible Solutions. 

http://ternandplover.unl.edu 

Catch Us on You Tube   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Be sure to catch the Tern and Plover Conserva-

tion Partnershipôs newest video, ñPoints About 

PloversðAn Afterschool Specialò, on You 

Tube.  The video was produced by Nongame 

Bird TV, the same producer as last Fallôs 

ñRespect the Signs, Respect the Birdsò.  You 

can also catch the Nongame Bird TV series on 

TimeWarner Local Access at 4:30 p.m. Mon-

days, and 7:30 p.m. Fridays. 
http://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=pkW7bb4MHZU 

T h o d y  R e c e i v e s  A l umn i  A wa r d       



Rivers and Wildlife Celebration 2009  

A s  t h e  P l o v e r  T e r n s  

P a g e  2  

ers and Wildlife Celebration 

on our website in January and 

February.  If you havenôt wit-

nessed the spectacular crane 
migration, plan a visit to 

Kearney next year! 

The 39th Rivers and Wild-

life Celebration was held in 

Kearney, NE, to celebrate 

the return of Sandhill Cranes 
to the Platte River.  Every 

year more than 500,000 San-

dhill cranes descend on a 

150 mile stretch of the cen-

tral Platte River, stopping 

over to fatten up before they 

head to nesting areas in Can-

ada, Alaska, and Siberia.  

This event is the longest-

running bird festival in the 

United States, and is hosted 
by Audubon Nebraska and 

the Nebraska Partnership for 

All -Bird Conservation.   

The Tern and Plover Conser-

vation Partnership is a part of 

the Planning Committee and 

organized the silent auction, 
which helps fund bird conser-

vation awards distributed by 

the Ne-

braska Part-

nership for 

All -Bird 

Conserva-

tion.   

Look for 

more infor-

mation 

about the 

40th annual 

2010  Riv-

The Tern and Plover Con-

servation Partnership hosted 

the annual Nebraska Tern 

and Plover Meeting on Feb-

ruary 23 in Hardin Hall.  
More than 60 people at-

tended. 

Special invited speakers 

were Susan Haig, from Ore-
gon State University, spoke 

about Piping Plover and 

Least Tern population ge-

netics.  Elise Elliott-Smith, 

also from Oregon State Uni-

versity, spoke about the 

International Piping Plover 

Census. 

Presenters were from the 

University of Nebraska-

Lincoln, Oregon State Uni-

versity, Nebraska Game and 

Parks Commission, the 
Platte River Recovery Im-

plementation Program, the 

American Bird Conser-

vancy, the U.S. Geological 

Survey, the U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service, the U.S. 

Army Corps of Engineers, 

the National Park Service, 

the Central Nebraska Public 

Power and Irrigation Dis-

trict, Nebraska Public Power 

District, the Central Platte 
Natural Resources District, 

and the Tern and Plover 

Conservation Partnership. 

Others in attendance were 

from HDR Consulting, the 

Rocky Mountain Bird Ob-

servatory, the Nebraska 

Environmental Trust, the 

U.S. Department of Agri-

culture, the Nebraska Orni-
thologistsô Union Breeding 

Bird Atlas Project, New 

Zealand Land and Pelagic 

Bird Tours, and the Nature 

Conservancy. 
 

Annual Tern and Plover Meeting a Great Success   

Carol Aron, a U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-

vice biologist from Bismarck, ND, gives a 

presentation about the 5-year review of the 

Endangered Species Act listing status of the 

Piping Plover 

Photo by Joel Jorgensen 

A special thanks goes 

out to our volunteer 

Diane Pratt for catering 

this event.  Great job, 

Diane!   

CONGRATULATIONS  

to Diane for winning 

the 2009 Volunteer Ad-

vocate Award from Lin-

colnôs Volunteer Part-

ners organization. 

Nebraska Partnership for 

All -Bird Conservation 


